



KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE 

DISCOVER THE 
UNIMAGINABLE 


T he KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE comes equipped with the latest 
advancements in technology, and a supremely powerful V-twin engine. 
Never before has a riding experience been this exhilarating. 
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READY TO RACE 




OPTIMl 


OUTDOORS 


Our products are designed 
and manufactured to withstand 
harsh conditions, bumpy terrain, 
and rough handling. Perfect for 
action sports enthusiasts and 
outdoor adventurers. 


PROUD SPONSOR OF: 


tfi) Husq varna 


FACTORY RACING 


goBAT RUGGED 

12000 mAh Battery 


Rugged Rechargeable Backup Batteries 

• Military Spec 81 0G Drop/Shock construction 

• IP68 waterproof/dustproof up to 3 meters 

• Comes pre-charged and ready to use 

• USB port(s) auto-detects the fastest possible 
charge speed for your connected mobile device(s). 

• Includes a carabiner to clip your GoBat™ securely to 
your gear. 
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Want to advertise with us? 

Contact: Steven Soto 
sales@upshiftonline.com 

Want to contribute to Upshift? 
If you're an experienced writer 
or photographer with great 
editorial instincts who loves 
finding interesting and unusual 
photo-related content, we 
want to hear from you. 
Contact: info@upshiftonline.com 

Join us online at 

www.upshiftonline.com 

Join us on Instagram at 

@upshift_online 

Join us on Twitter at 

@upshift_online 

Join us on Facebook at 

facebook.com/upshiftonline 
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Upshift Magazine is published monthly 
by UpshiftOnline Inc. 2016. Reproduction 
of any material requires written consent 
from the publishers. All photos, editori- 
al contributions and advertisements are 
accepted upon representation that they 
are original materials by the author and 
or advertiser. Opinions expressed in the 
articles are those of the author and may 
not reflect the views and opinions of the 
editor, staff or advertisers of Upshift 
Online Inc. Advertisers assume full re- 
sponsibility for the entire content and 
subject matter of their advertisements. 
Now go and find some adventure. 
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INSIDER: 


LIMITS 

I’ve got a question for all of you: Are you honest 
with yourself and others when it comes to your 
skill on a motorcycle? I am, but it took many 
years to get to this point. Many years, many 
scars, many broken bones and many days spent 
in hospital beds. So often our two-wheeled ego 
pulls us into riding over our head. 

Of course crashes can happen even when riding 
within our limits. Unfortunately, this happened 
to me just 6 weeks ago. Afterwards, however, 
my work ego pushed the limits of my body and 
put me in the hospital with blood clots in my leg 
and lungs. Now I’m paying for it - no riding for 
nearly a year. As I sit here and think about how 
pushing the limits at the wrong time can have 
lasting effects, I’ve come to the conclusion that 
limits are not fixed but rather timing, knowl- 
edge and practice are important pieces of this 
personal puzzle. 

Once you truly know your limit, you can work on 
raising it safely. You can become a better rider 
with practice and time, constantly resetting 
your personal high watermark. It’s often said, “If 
you don’t crash, you aren’t going fast enough.” 
That’s a load of crap. What use is getting hurt 
and breaking bikes, falling down, dropping your 
bike or mucking up a technical trail? That is not 
crashing- that is learning. Rag-dolling down the 
road is counterproductive and teaches nothing 
but how much it can hurt. The more time you 
can spend riding, rather than being in a cast, 
will make for a better rider. 

You have got to know your limits in order to get 
the most enjoyment out of riding. Know when 
to push and when to back it down and save it 
for another day. Once you can work within and 
raise those limits safely, there is no limit to the 
amount of fun you can have on your bike. 



DEFEND 

YOUR 


VISION 
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NO SHORTCUTS 


40 years of Goggle research and design have all led to the 
introduction of our newest and most advanced MX goggle to 
date. The SCOTT PROSPECT offers a Massive field of vision, 
50mm Works Film Systems and our propietary Lens Lock 
System, giving you the ability to focus on what matters. 



SCOTT-SPORTS.COM | (cDSCOTTMOTOSPORTS 
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ULTIMATE ALL-TERRAIN MACHINE 

Inspired by discovering remote destinations on road and off, the versatile 
Husqvarna 701 ENDURO is the ultimate all-terrain machine. With its stylish modern 
design, high-performance engine, state-of-the-art engineering and long-distance 
travel capability, this is the motorcycle designed to take you where you dare to 
venture. 
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Husq varna 

MOTORCYCLES 





ikapture 

Pine Forest Elementary School > 


thegeardude690 

Pike Place Market > 


diariodeummotociclista 


ridejmist 

Banos, Tungurahua, Ecuador > 


diariodeummotociclista 


timburkephoto 

Seattle, Washington 


touratechusa 


revermoto 


The mission is simple, if you want to 
share your adventures on “insta-adv” 
you’d better start following us! 
@upshift_online and use the hash tag 
#upshift_online on your photos 
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1. GoPro HER05 Black 

GoPro, Inc. announced its new cloud connected 
cameras - HER05 Black and HER05 Session are 
now available at select stores and online retailers 
as well at GoPro.com. GoPro’s all-new HER05 line 
of cameras can auto-upload photos and videos to 
GoPro Plus, a cloud-based subscription service 
that makes it easy to access, edit and share GoPro 
content anytime, anywhere using a mobile phone 
or computer. Additionally, HER05 cameras are 
now waterproof to 33 feet without the need for a 
separate waterhousing and feature voice control, 
image stabilization, simplified controls, and improved 
battery life. Also new to both HER05 cameras is the 
ability to capture non-fisheye perspectives as well as 
the traditional wide-angle look GoPro has become 
famous for. Both HER05 Black and HER05 Session 
are compatible with GoPro’s new Karma drone and 
hand-held stabilization system. GoPro.com 




2 . AltRider DualControl Brake System 

Motorcycle accessory manufacturer AltRider 
is now stocking their DualControl Brake Sys- 
tem for the 2016-17 Honda CRF1000L Africa 
Twin. This innovative device offers riders 
better control over their rear brake lever in 
both seated and standing positions, making it 
an ideal upgrade for adventure riders looking 
to leave the pavement, altrider.com 


3 . Malcolm Smith Racing Hard Parts Collection Has T-Handles 

What’s in your tool box? A claw hammer, dried-out JB Weld and an old 
ratchet with half the sockets missing isn’t goingto cut it when you finally 
get around to that routine maintenance you put off all summer long! 
While the legendary Malcolm Smith might have been able to beat Baja 
and stay on gold medal pace at Six Days with nothing more than bailing 
wire, duct tape and a plug wrench, the rest of us need some real tools to 
get the job done. Durable chrome vanadium construction and a full range 
of metric sockets make this tool set a must for any dirt biker. Features 
for the MSR Hard Parts T-Handles include: Chrome vanadium tool steel 
construction for corrosion resistance and durability. Includes 6, 8, 10, 12, 
13, 14 and 17mm socket sizes, as well as #3 Phillips. Comes with heavy 
duty vinyl carrying case. MSRP $46.95 msracing.com 




4 . Motorex Quick Cleaner 

Quick Cleaner cleans plastics, visors, windshields, painted surfaces and 
metals without additional water. Remove insects, dust, and dirt while leaving a 
water repellent film on cleaned surfaces. Quick Cleaner comes in both a travel 
size that a motorcycle rider can carry with them to clean helmet visors, wind- 
shields, or goggles and a 500ml size for garage use. www.motorexusa.com 



5 . Dream Racer Film 

Written, produced and directed by Simon Lee, 
edited by Adrian Barac, original music by Matteo 
Zingales, Dream Racer is an inspiring account of 
the fear of life going by unfulfilled and the pursuit 
of dreams as the antidote to this fear. The film tells 
the extraordinary true story of French Australian 
Business Consultant Christophe Barriere-Varju 
who defies extreme physical hardship and person- 
al tragedy as he attempts to take on the world’s 
most dangerous motor race, the Dakar Rally, on a 
motorbike. The Dream Racer film shows the Dakar Rally in its purest form - no 
sponsors, no multi-million dollar team, not even a mechanic - just one man, a 
motorbike, his tool-roll, and the world’s most dangerous motor race. It’s available 
in DVD, Blu Ray, and On Demand at www.dreamracer.tv 



6. Alpinestars Valparaiso 2 ADV Jacket and Pants. 

An excellent multi-material adventure touring jacket and pant that makes for a formidable all-weather riding ensemble with 
waterproof and breathable DRYSTAR® membrane plus thermal liner. The Valparaiso 2 has superb comfort features thanks 
to the Jet Ventilation System (JVS) air vents and its ergonomic, class-leading CE certified shoulder and elbow protection. 


www.alpinestars.com 

Jacket Highlights: 

• The inner liner can be worn as a standalone 
jacket while off the bike. 

• A true 4 in one, all season jacket that can 
handle all weather conditions. 

• Main Chassis is a 500D Polyamide 
construction for soft hand feel, better 
breathability and flexibility. 

• Jet Ventilation system on the torso, back 
and on both arms for excellent airflow 
capabilities when needed. 

• Available in international sizes S-4XL. 

• All-black color option available. 

• Suggested retail price: $489.95. 

Pant Highlights: 

• Removable thermal liner. 

• Jet Ventilation system on both legs. 

• Removable waterproof and breathable DRYSTAR liner with taped seams. 

• Accordion stretch paneling on the knees to give the rider the ultimate in comfort in the riding 
position or when exploring while off the bike. 

• Available in international sizes S-4XL. 

• All-black color option available. 

• Suggested retail price: $329.95. 
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7 . SIDI Adventure 2 Go re -Tex™ Boot 

Adventure 2 GORE-TEX™ Combining motocross level protection with a 

boot that’s comfortable on or off the bike, the Adventure 2 GORE-TEX™ 

is an evolution of the ultimate adventure boot! www.motonation.com 

• The ultimate Adventure boot combines Sidi’s best touring and off road 
features into an effective adventure boot design! 

• Equipped with the world famous Gore-Tex™ highly breathable and 
waterproof membrane to add a waterproof yet highly breathable 
barrier between the elements and the rider’s feet. 

• The Gore-Tex™ membrane breathes more than any other membrane 
thus the rider’s feet will stay cooler in warm weather with a Gore-Tex™ 
equipped boot. 

• Single Flex System upper no longer squeaks when you walk! 

• Tongue in groove rear of calf panels protect the Achilles tendon. 

• Bonded non-slip lugtype sole. 

• Replaceable micro adjustable cam lock buckle system with memory 
retention straps. 

• Reflective panel is placed above the heel for night riding visibility. 

• MSRP: $495 



7 . RSD Sentinel Jacket 

When RSD set out to create a new product they tend to go all out, 
and the Sentinel jacket is a perfect example of that way of thinking. 
The ultimate adventure jacket, the Sentinel features a breathable 
Cordura® shell with a Dupont™ Teflon® durable water repellent 
finish. And to ensure multi seasonal functionality they added a 
3 layer fully waterproof and wind resistant liner that keeps the 
rider warm and dry during those long adventure rides, that can be 
removed and tucked into the back fanny pack when it’s not needed. 
CE certified (level 2) SAS-TEC armor is included, along with a foam 
back pad. And to dial in the fit there are adjustment features along 
the arms, lower chest, and wrist and neck areas. The Sentinel by 
RSD is ready for the long haul, www.rolandsands.com 

Features: 

• Cordura® nylon shell with waterproof / breathable barrier 
protection and DuPont™ Teflon® DWR finish. 

• 3M Scotchguard™ protected genuine cowhide leather accents. 

• YKK® water-repellent pocket and vent zippers. 

• SAS-TEC CE certified Level 2 shoulder and elbow armor included 

• Foam back protector included. 

• Back “fanny pack” pockets for additional storage 

• 360 degree reflective details. 

• 3-Layer weather-resistant, 100% polyester soft-shell 
removable liner. 

• Colors: Anthracite/Black. 

• Sizes: S - 3XL. 

• MSRP: $750 



EVERY TREK 
IS A NEW 
ADVENTURE 




* ♦ i 

il 

Ki 


f * •* Jfc. I # f 

* • f^n f % 

k.' rv*- '* 


jrSNfcWT ' 


ADVENTURE TOURING JACKET 




FLYSTREETGEAR.COM 






ADVENTURE IS AROUND 

EVERY CORNER 

Built to tackle any terrain and powered by a 
1037cc V-twin that delivers incredible low- to 
mid-range torque, the V-Strom 1000 ABS 
Adventure leaves no corner unturned. 


Matching, quick-release side Legendary Suzuki V-Twin 

cases provide ample storage technology delivers excellent 
and are easily locked using fuel economy with 

the ignition key proven reliability 


*The Traction Control System is not a substitute for the rider's throttle control. It cannot prevent loss of traction due to 
excessive speed when the rider enters a turn and/or applies the brakes. Neither can it prevent the front wheel from losing grip. 
Suzuki, the "S" logo, and Suzuki model and product names are Suzuki Trademarks or ®. © Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. 2016. 


Hand adjustable touring Multi-mode traction control can 

windshield reduces wind be adjusted or disabled 

noise and rider fatigue on-the-fly with status displayed 

on the instrument panel.* 
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SUMMIT Jersey and Pant available in 
Camo/Black, Black/Hi Viz Yellow S Silver/Red/Black 




MALCOLM 

SMITH 

RACING 


MSRACING.COM 


Purpose built for the serious offroad rider, the Summit line of pants 
and jerseys utilizes rugged high-performance materials, reflective 
safety features, ample venting and secure cargo pant pockets 
that are all designed with the goal of making your next ride a true 
success. 

Based on Malcolm Smith’s legacy of creating products that 
withstand the rigors of offroad, the Summit line of gear carries on 
a 45 year tradition of building the worlds best riding gear. 

We Are OffRoad. 


REACH FOR THE 

UMMIT 





2016 

intermot 


Show Gallery 
Cologne, Germany 





Photos by Simon Cudby 






2016 

i pi T© r m 01"“^ 




Klim 


HRC Honda 





Triumph 


SCOTT 


HRC Honda 


Touratech 






inter mot 


Cologne, Germany 


Yamaha 


Suzuki 


BMW 




Honda 


Schuberth 


Husq varna 






inter mot 


Cologne, Germany 



Remus 




Alpinestars 





2016 

i n t © r m ^)t 

II II I I I I I Cologne, Germany 




THE G M 1 1 


OFFROAD HELMET 




intermot 


Cologne, Germany 



KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE S 



Upshift had the chance to talk with KTM’s R&D 
genius Gerald Matschl about the development of 
their Adventure line over the recent years. 

When did you start developing the adventure 
line for KTM? 

As you know, the 1190 was introduced 
for the first time in 2013 and development started in 
2009. It took us four years because it was a completely 
new line-up with a new frame and whole new chassis. 
At that time the challenge for us was that we previously 
had the 990, and if you look back at how the 990 was 
developed, we started that bike development in 1999. 
The 990 was basically developed as a pure off-road 
bike at that time. We were also developing the Dakar 
motorcycle at that time with the 990, so it was really 
perfect for this kind of off-road riding, but for sure the 
bike had some disadvantages on the road, such as the 
high seat height. 

With the current platform that we have now, we tried to 
change a little bit in our orientation but our goal was to 
always keep the off-road theme in this motorcycle. It was 
a difficult thing to develop on the one side a bike that is 
good for the street for touring, but is also off-road capa- 
ble. To make this completely under in one bike we found 
out was not easily possible. Therefore we have the S and 
the R versions with some small changes and different 
suspension, but generally the motorcycle is the same. 
On one bike you can go thousands of kilometers on the 
asphalt, and with the other you can also go off-road. 

For the future we will have an even higher focus on the 
off-road. We now have a development hub that is in Cali- 
fornia at KTM North America where Quinn Cody is there 
working for R&D Mattighofen to do special off-road test- 
ing, and to work on things such as suspension to bring 
these things even more forward. You can see on the 
2017 R version we changed the suspension complete- 
ly. In the past we had a direct link with only one piston, 
and now on the rear we have introduced a PDS on the 
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1090 and also on the 1290. We also have a completely 
new front fork that is even more off-road capable. Last 
December I was with the guys in the US riding there. I 
was impressed with how much off-road they ride on this 
motorcycle. This was one of the reasons why we need 
to be even stronger than today there, and why we then 
employed Quinn Cody as our development guy there. 

In the US there are a lot of places that you can 
ride your ADV bike off-road. How is it for off-road riding 
in Europe? 

GM: It is more difficult here because everywhere is 
much more crowded. There are places you can go and 
ride on gravel roads, but it’s different to what you have 
in the States. The backcountry roads that you have do 
not really exist here. There are people who are going to 
Morocco and Tunisia where there is a good chance to do 
some really good off-road. 

Upshift: Now that you have Quinn Cody working with 
you, are you focused more on developing bikes in the US 
market as there are much more open spaces to ride? 

This is the goal that for the R versions we will focus 
much more on the US market to fulfill the needs more 
for that type of riding. For KTM with the street market, 
the main market is Europe, but it is now more global, and 
therefore we have to look at these things also. For us it 
makes no sense just to work here in a closed area and 
develop everything here, and then to sell these prod- 
ucts worldwide. This will not work. People have different 
needs in different areas. If you go to India or Asia, the 
needs are different to the US and Europe markets, so we 
have to fill the needs of different areas. 

Going one or two times to test in different countries, this 
can be the first step for these things, but you can only 
achieve a certain level. To develop more in these areas 
you need people working for you there all the time get- 
ting the input from other people there also. 











1090 SUPER ADVENTURE R 
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1290 SUPER ADVENTURE T 





You just launched the 1090R 
and 1290R, which are more dirt orient- 
ed, and also the 1290T. 

Yes the T version is more for long- 
range touring; a globetrotter version- 
with a big fuel tank. Stock you have 
many KTM Powerparts already on the 
bike. It has spoke wheels so you can go 
in gravel, but it is not the real off-road 
bike- that is the R version. 

The new 1090R is a little light- 
er than the current 1190R, is that get- 
ting back down to a 990 as far as being 
a pure dirt bike? 

Yes exactly. This was the aim of 
this bike. The point is that immediately 
when you jump on the 1090R, due to 
the inertia of the engine and the engine 
behavior, the bike feels much more 
agile, and it’s much easier to ride this 
motorcycle off-road than the 1290R. 
The logic of the 1090 was that it is for 
a different task than the 1290R. If you 
want to ride even more off-road, it’s 
better to go with the 1090R than to 
take the 1290R. 

Upshift: After the launch of the new 
1090R and 1290 models, I was look- 
ing at message boards in the US and 
a lot of people were talking about even 
smaller ADV bikes in the future. Is KTM 
sticking to the current platform? What 
is the future for the adventure line? 

At the EICMA show you will see 
something new there with a new en- 
gine. We will not show a new adventure 
bike, but for sure we will have a model 
line up at KTM, so the next step is ap- 
plied logic. 



intermot 


Cologne, Germany 



1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R 


1290 SUPER ADVENTURE T 


1090 ADVENTURER 


Adventure bikes remain a core focal point of KTM’s product portfolio, as once again evidenced by the launch 
of the latest Adventure generation for model year 2017. But for many years now, KTM’s business success 
has been tied to street bikes to a similar degree. And the ADVENTURE Travel Enduros play a very special role 
in this mix. Looking at the latest ADVENTURE generation, launched here at the INTERMOT in Cologne, this 
trend can be expected to continue in 2017 with some confidence. For model year 2017, KTM is now expand- 
ing its ADVENTURE family to three models in the U.S., launching its widest range of ADVENTURE models to 
date: KTM 1090 ADVENTURE R, KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R and KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE T. 



1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R 

1290 SUPER ADVENTURE T 

1090 ADVENTURE R 





Engine 




Engine type 

2-cylinder, 4-stroke, V 75° 

2-cylinder, 4-stroke, V 75° 

2-cylinder, 4-stroke, V 75° 

Displacement 

1 ,301 cc 

1,301 cc 

1 ,050 cc 

Bore/stroke 

108/71 mm 

108/71 mm 

103/63 mm 

Power 

118 kW (160 hp)@ 8,750 rpm 

118 kW (160 hp) @8,750 rpm 

92 kW (125 hp)@ 8,500 rpm 

Torque 

140 Nm @ 6,750 rpm 

140 Nm @ 6,750 rpm 

109 Nm @ 6,500 rpm 

Compression ratio 

13.1:1 

13.1:1 

13.0:1 

Starter/battery 

E-starter/1 2V 11.2 Ah 

E-starter/1 2V1 1.2 Ah 

E-starter/1 2V 1 1 .2 Ah 

Transmission 

6 gears 

6 gears 

6 gears 

Fuel system 

Keihin EFI (throttle body 52 mm) 

Keihin EFI (throttle body 52 mm) 

Keihin EFI (throttle body 52 mm) 

Control 

4 V/DOHC 

4 V/DOHC 

4 V/DOHC 

Lubrication 

Pressure lubrication with 3 Eaton pumps 

Pressure lubrication with 3 Eaton pumps 

Pressure lubrication with 3 Eaton pumps 

Engine oil 

Motorex, SAE 10W-50 

Motorex, SAE 10W-50 

Motorex, SAE 10W-50 

Primary drive 

40:76 

40:76 

40:76 

Final drive 

17:42 

17:42 

17:42 

Cooling 

Liquid cooling 

Liquid cooling 

Liquid cooling 

Clutch 

PASC™ slipper clutch, hydraulically operated 

PASC™ slipper clutch, hydraulically operated 

PASC™ slipper clutch, hydraulically operated 

Engine management/ignition 

Keihin EMS with RBW and cruise control, double ignition 

Keihin EMS with RBW and cruise control, double ignition 

Keihin EMS with RBW, double ignition 

Traction control 

MTC (4-Mode, disengageable) 

MTC (4-Mode, disengageable) incl. MSR 

TC (4-Mode, disengageable) 





Chassis 




Frame 

Chromium-Molybdenum-Steel trellis frame, powder coated 

Chromium-Molybdenum-Steel trellis frame, powder coated 

Chromium-Molybdenum-Steel trellis frame, powder coated 

Subframe 

Aluminum, powder coated 

Aluminum, powder coated 

Aluminum, powder coated 

Handlebar 

Aluminum, tapered, 0 28/22 mm 

Aluminum, tapered, 0 28/22 mm 

Aluminum, tapered, 0 28/22 mm 

Front suspension 

WP-USD 0 48 mm 

WP Semi-active Suspension USD 0 48 mm 

WP-USD 0 48 mm 

Rear suspension 

WP PDS shock absorber 

WP Semi-active Suspension shock absorber 

WP PDS shock absorber 

Suspension travel front/rear 

220/220 mm 

200/200 mm 

220/220 mm 

Front brake 

2 x Brembo four piston, radially mounted caliper, brake disc 0 320 mm 

2 x Brembo four piston, radially mounted caliper, brake disc 0 320 mm 

2 x Brembo four piston, radially mounted caliper, brake disc 0 320 mm 

Rear brake 

Brembo two piston, fixed caliper, brake disc 0 267 mm 

Brembo two piston, fixed caliper, brake disc 0 267 mm 

Brembo two piston, fixed caliper, brake disc 0 267 mm 

ABS 

Bosch 9ME Combined-ABS (incl. cornering-ABS and offroad mode, 
disenengageable) 

Bosch 9ME Combined-ABS (incl. cornering-ABS and offroad mode, 
disenengageable) 

Bosch 9M+ Two Channel (disenengageable, incl offroad mode) 

Wheels front/rear 

Spoked wheels with aluminum tubeless rims 2.50 x21"; 4.50 x 18" 

Spoked wheels with aluminum tubeless rims 3.50 x 19"; 5.00 x 17" 

Spoked wheels with aluminum tubeless rims 2.50 x21"; 4.50 x 18" 

Tires front/rear 

90/90 21; 150/70 R 18 

120/70 R 19; 170/60 R 17 

90/90 21; 150/70 R 18 

Chain 

X-Ring 5/8x5/16" 

X-Ring 5/8x5/16" 

X-Ring 5/8x5/16" 

Silencer 

Stainless steel silencer with regulated catalytic converter 

Stainless steel silencer with regulated catalytic converter 

Stainless steel silencer with regulated catalytic converter 

Steering head angle 

64° 

64° 

64° 

Trail 

123 mm 

120 mm 

123 mm 

Wheel base 

1,580 ±15 mm 

1,560 ±15 mm 

1,580 ±15 mm 

Ground clearance 

250 mm 

220 mm 

250 mm 

Seat height 

890 mm 

860/875 mm 

890 mm 

Fuel capacity 

approx. 23 liters/3.5 liters reserve 

approx. 30 liters/4 liters reserve 

approx. 23 liters/3.5 liters reserve 

Dry weight 

approx. 21 7 kg 

approx. 222 kg 

approx. 207 kg 

Weight (ready to ride) 

approx. 224 kg (without fuel) 

approx. 229 kg (without fuel) 

approx. 214 kg (without fuel) 

Weight (fully fueld) 

approx. 240 kg 

approx. 249 kg 

approx. 230 kg 





EMBRACE THE UNEXPECTED 


With the latest in dual sport tire technology 
these tires will take anything the adventure 
can throw at them and then ask for more. 


ShinkotireUSA.com 
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When designing the all new Legion line, we set out 
on a journey to find the most durable, versatile and 
reliable fabrics in the world. Knowing the importance 
of those three key factors for off-road products, 
we felt it was critical to partner with a brand like 
CORDURA® to ensure the Legion line would exceed 
the demands of off-road. Trusted for over 30 years, 
CORDURA® fabrics are known for their perfect 
combination of durability, versatility and reliability. 
The combination of Fox’s forward thinking design 
and engineering and CORDURA®’s industry leading 
fabric development is the perfect partnership 
to deliver the best product to market. 



All CORDURA® fabrics must pass stringent test criteria 
before they can earn our brand name. Then we let you 
put it to the test. 


CORDURA 

FABRIC 
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The KTM dealer rolled out the gleaming white KTM 1290 Adventure on 
a clear crisp sunny morning in Cologne, Germany. I knew this ride was 
going to be one to remember. Just one day earlier I had been walking 
the halls of the giant Intermot motorcycle show in Cologne, and saw the 
unveiling of the new 2017 1290 Adventure R, 1290 Adventure T and the 
all new 1090 Adventure R. KTM’s uber cool media guy Rik van Gerwin 
had planned our route south. On the first day it would be about 600km 
of fast German Autobahn, then on day two into the Austrian Alps all the 
way through to the KTM mother-ship in Mattighofen, Austria. 


Story and photos: Simon Cudby 


TRANS-EUROPi EXPRESS 



As we pulled out of the dealer parking lot, 
we were almost immediately merging onto 
a major highway. The 1290 has smaller 
wheels than my 1190 Adventure R back 
home in California. Added to that it had 
street tires, so initial feel of the bike was 
different for me and took some getting used 
to. Right away we were up to 135kph in the 
middle lane between giant trucks in the 
slow lane doing 80kph, and a never-ending 
stream of Mercedes, BMW, and Audi wag- 
ons in the fast lane probably doing 170kph. 
And then it happened. A Maserati blew by 
us measurably faster than the other as- 
shaulers and now I was dealing with not just 
turbulence on the right from the trucks we 
passed, but now turbulence from the left. 
I now had Der Autobahn Armpump. After 
the first 200km we pulled over for some 
gas and a Red Bull. As we pulled back onto 
the on-ramp, the blood had re-entered my 
arms and I felt much more comfortable on 
the bike, and with the sheer pace of German 
freeway driving. The hours passed and I 
entertained myself looking at some of the 
town names on the exit signs. One day I 
hope to return and explore such places as 
Bad Boll, Frickenhausen, and Nesselwang. 

At around 5pm we passed through a long 
tunnel into Austria and pulled over to get 
our Vignette passes that allowed us on the 
Austrian roads. Light was fading as we en- 
tered the foothills of the Alps behind a line 
of cars and several large big rigs. I don’t 
know how the trucks stayed on the two- 
lane road through countless switchbacks. 




TRANS-EUROPE EXPRESS 


The cars right behind the rigs were getting 
impatient and a white Range Rover pulled 
the pin and sent himself into oncoming 
traffic and passed about eight cars and two 
rigs on a blind right hand sweeper. It was 
almost dark as we pulled over from behind 
the traffic into a scene out of an Austrian 
travel brochure. 




The Hotel Schloss Fersteinsee was a whop- 
ping 55 Euros (about $65) for a room, and 
it seemed too good to be true. Dinner and a 
few beers later it was lights out. 

In the morning as I was loading up my cam- 
era bag on to the 1290, I kept hearing a re- 
lentless ringing. I walked down the trail and 
found the source of the noise. Cowbells. 
These cowbells were attached to some real- 
ly good lookingsuper model cows, complete 
with the big eyes and the fake eyelashes. 
Rik found a small dirt road that headed up 
to a Schloss above our hotel. Evidently King 
Ludwig had summer vacationed here in the 
1800’s. I could tell why. 
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On the bikes again I knew today’s route would be a treat. I wasn’t disappointed, some 
real “Sound Of Music” stuff. Winding through each small village, I started to see signs 
for all the ski villages where the World Cup Ski races were held that I used to watch on 
the telly as a kid in England. Garmisch, Kitzbuhel, and even Innsbruck, home of the 1976 
Winter Olympics. Moving off the valley floor we took the road to the Hintertux Glacier 
area. Once again my lack of road experience showed as Rik took off like a MotoGP rider 
on his 1190 Adventure. I think I was even holding up a local driver in a small minivan. Oh 
well, I was having a great time looking at the snow capped peaks and the quaint wooden 
houses as we passed through the small villages on our ride up the mountain pass. 










It was time to get off the road and find some dirt to snap some photos. We found a wide, 
smooth dirt road on the side of the valley and headed up to explore. The view was amazing, 
and we even found a stream crossing to get some action shots. On my first attempt to cross 
the water, my foot slipped off the peg, so I just grabbed a handful of throttle and got lucky 
with a smooth line through the submerged rocks. The bikes handled great on the dirt even 
with the more street oriented touring wheels and tire set up. 



TRANS-EUROPE EXPRESS 
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IS OVER 


The KLIM KRIOS is a new beginning for ADV helmets 
- revitalizing standards in strength, performance and 
functionality while leaving traditional compromises 
behind. The KRIOS provides a premium experience 
through high performance carbon fiber construction, multi- 
use versatility, aerodynamic superiority and unrivaled 
acoustical and contact comfort All of this combined into 


one of the lightest ADV helmet designs to date, make the 
KRIOS the pinnacle of ADV riding experience. 


PREPARE TD EXPERIENCE THE ULTIMATE-COMFORT ADV HELMET. 














TRANS-EUROPE EXPRESS 


By mid-afternoon it was time to go back down the same windy road and find the freeway to Sal- 
zburg, then onto Mattighofen. Rik was using his SatNav to great effect, even though he didn’t 
have the right mount. It was nothing that a roll of duct tape couldn’t fix! Back on the freeway we 
did 200km at a rapid pace, but as the sun was getting lower, the temperature dropped again. I 
had my heated grips turned up to eleven, and my Klim Badlands kit with some layers underneath, 
complete with balaclava. This wasn’t like riding in Mexico! We pulled into another postcard hotel 
about 15km from the home base of KTM in Mattighofen, and went to the bar for a beer and some 
really great food. 

In the morning the rain was coming down at a good rate as we rode the small distance through 
the villages to KTM. It was the only rain on our entire 1100km trip. I later found out that our route 
was the only dry area for the previous few days. 

I'll be back to Austria one day, as I know there are hundreds of more roads in the region to explore. 
I just need to talk my wife into riding on the back doing 140kph... 

“Super danke” to Justin at KTM USA, and Thomas and Justine at the Austrian KTM HQ for their 
hospitality. Not forgetting “DerTrailboss’’ Rik van Gerwin for waitingfor me on thefast windy bits! 

Simon Cudby- KTM 1290 Adventure, Rik van Gerwin- KTM 1190 Adventure, Soundtrack by Kraftwerk 
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Motorcycles, Mountains, and Fly Fishing 
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MotoCafe, Durango’s best motorcycle adventure company 
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Photos and story by Tim Burke 
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Fall foliage was in full effect. 




Pacific Northwest contributor for Upshift, Tim 
Burke, has traveled all over the Pacific north- 
west and hardly ever turns down an invite to ride. 
Tim got an invite that was a little different. 

My friend Brad called and said, “My buddy started 
his own motorcycle suspension shop, bought 3 KTM 
690 Enduros and is going to rent them out for guid- 
ed fly-fishing trips to secret fishing holes deep in the 
Rockies.” My response: “OK, I’ll book a flight!” 

Soon, I was touching down at Durango/LaPlata 
County Airport on American Airlines. We wasted 
no time heading over to Moto Cafe Durango to meet 
owner and motorcycle nut, Blaze Davies. 




A quick glance around the shop will tell you. Blaze 
knows his stuff. From helmets to neck braces, to 
Rekluse clutch packs, brakes, and even a tire shop for 
mounting and balancing rubber, Moto Cafe Durango 
handles it all. 




Blaze is a former big shot in the moun- 
tain bike industry. He left that industry 
to pursue his dream of owning his own 
motorcycle business. Now, not only is 
his shop thriving, he barely has time to 
catch his breath in between accommo- 
dating his rental customers. 



With daylight burning , tour guides Brad 
Riddle (L) and Blaze Davies (R) wasted 
no time in scouring maps of the San Juan 
Mountain Range and discussing the best 
fishing locations specific for today's ad- 
venture and river conditions. 


After the map-studying session, Brad 
grabbed his fishing box and collapsible 
fly rods. We loaded the bikes and hit the 
road. We headed north out of Durango 
on the famous Highway 550 “Million 
Dollar Highway.” With so many forest 
service roads zigzagging around the 
mountains, it didn’t take long to get off 
the pavement. 



Moto Cafe Durango makes sure you're not just getting any 
rental bike. These bikes have custom-tuned suspension and 
are specially set up for tackling any type of terrain. 
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Colorado in September might just be heaven on earth. We veered off Highway 
550 and onto Lime Creek Road, which offers dramatic views as it ascends into 
the San Juan Mountains. 


^ Motorcycles, Mountains, and Fly Fishing 




The all-dirt Lime Creek Road meanders for approximately 12 miles before reconnecting with 550 at the top of Coal Bank Pass. 



^ Motorcycles, Mountains, and Fly Fishing 



/ had the opportunity to spend the weekend riding in the new Klim Krios helmet. It's the lightest and most comfortable helmet I’ve 
ever used. It was warm on the cold mountain passes and kept me cool in the desert heat. 
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SHverton , an amazing mining town at 9,300 feet above sea level, is completely enclosed in a valley, surrounded by 14,000 foot peaks. 
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As we pulled into the old mining village, the Silverton-Durango railroad could be heard blowing its whistle. 
I haven’t been on this train yet, but I hear it’s one of the best train rides in the world! 
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“We’ve got ground to cover,” Brad yelled. We ripped out of town and started the long ascent into the mountains 
under grey skies. 

We couldn’t have asked for better timing. As we ascended the 12,650 ft Stony Pass, blue skies broke free and 
allowed the sunlight to bring out the most of the aspen tree’s bright yellow leaves. 

“Stop! Pull in over there,” Brad shouted through his face shield and pointed to a small grove under some aspen 
trees. “We’ll park here and it will be a short hike up that hill.” He was already snapping together his motorcycle 
travel-friendly fly-rod. 



As an Airport Operations Specialist and Aircraft Rescue Firefighter by profession, Brad’s life outside of work 
revolves around just a few things: Fishing, split boarding (a backcountry version of snowboarding) and biking 
(both motor and pedal). 

Brad has been exploring every crack and corner of these mountains for 6 years straight and knew just where 
to go to find Colorado cutthroat trout. 

It wasn’t long before he had a fish on the line, and then another and another. We were only at the fishing hole 
for 15 minutes or so before the skies opened up and dumped on us. Brad insisted we stay longer, “We can do 
this all day long!” he said. I was that guy though, who wanted to get going: “Fley come on, I have Rocky Moun- 
tains that I wanted to ride around!” 





Removable Sleeves 


Hidden Ventilation Panels 


Waterproof Pockets 


Waterproof Pockets 


Hidden Ventilation Panelsr 


Zipper to Attach ADV Pants 


The Adventure jacket is the Swiss army knife of touring jackets. A removable quilted inner lining 
and a UREAMAX™membrane with 5000/5000 ml water resistance allow this jacket to be worn in a 
variety of weather conditions. It features zip off sleeves for warmer weattien articulated elbows for 
comfort, multiple vents to stay cool and deep cargo pockets to pack tools. The Adventure jacket is 
all you need to conquer any road. The Jacket also attaches to the Adventure pants with an internal 
3/4 body zipper. 


Inner Removable padding quilted inner lining and removable 
UREAMAX™ membrane, column water 5000/5000 ml 
Outer Nylon and Polyester 
Touring fit 

Designed for Drink System (Sold Separately) 
HOMOLOGATE) PROTECTION (CE EN 1621-1) 












After a couple of stream crossings, we started up a steep and tech- 
nical climb over loose rock and slippery mud to an alpine lake. Even 
on the 690s with new tires, it was a tiring ride. The road eventual- 
ly turned into its own creek and for about 1/4 mile, we were driving 
through 6” of rushing water... still climbing. 




We reached the lake at 12,000 feet around 4:30pm and only had a 
few minutes to catch our breath and take in the views before heading 
down. If you’ve ever been to Colorado, you know you don’t want to 
be on the road after dusk on a motorcycle as long as you can avoid it. 
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Making a splash - Staying dry on Colorado roads isn’t always an option. 




We saw something on the way down that reassured that our decision was a good one to get back before night set in. 



Evidence of Colorado's history isn't hard to find in the Rockies. An old mining building remains along a forest road 
just outside of Silverton. 
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With sunlight fading , Brad still wanted to cast a few lines into the cold Rocky Mountain Rivers. Again , we pulled over 
and snapped the poles together. 


A seemingly endless amount of possibility awaits the 
angler in Colorado. There’s no better way to bounce be- 
tween these fishing holes than by capable motorcycle. 

Colorado never wastes an opportunity to remind you of 
its beauty. A full rainbow is seen from the top of Molas 
Pass on the “Million Dollar Highway.” I must have taken 
the Krios helmet off 100 times that day for photo oppor- 
tunities like this. As a photographer who’s always shed- 
ding helmets for a photo, I look forward to Klim offering 
a “quick disconnect” chinstrap vs. the old school D-ring 
style strap. 

We put over 150 miles on the 690s and Brad taught me 
(a non-fishing junkie) the excitement of finding back- 
country streams where fish are a dime a dozen. We got 
to do it all on amazing motorcycles in some amazing 
territory. Perhaps the best part of renting motorcy- 
cles from Moto Cafe Durango is... well, Durango! When 
you’re done for the day, there are a ton of restaurants, 
breweries, and distilleries. It’s almost impossible to be 
bored in this Southwestern Colorado town. 


Don’t tell my BMW GS buddies I said this, but I had the 
time of my life on those KTM690s. I can’t wait to get back 



to Durango and rent from Moto Cafe Durango again. 
Availability in the summer months is extremely limited 
so now is the time to reserve. Check them out online at 

www.motocafedurango.com or call Blaze at 970-426- 
5088. Check out Tim’s Instagram @timburkephoto 





Good thing the motorcycles are patient. 
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Nothing epitomizes camping like the vision of a The foremost function of a tent is to protect 

tent pitched in the wild. Tents protect travelers against precipitation. This may seem simple 

from all forms of precipitation, wind and bugs. enough, but utilizing waterproof fabrics im- 

There are countless tents available to the ad- pedes water vapor produced by breathing 

venture rider and the first decision to be made from escaping the tent. Condensation can 

is the need for a three-season tent or four-sea- rapidly form on the inside surface of these fab- 

son tent. Four-season tents are designed for rics, rendering both contents and inhabitants 

mountaineering and winter camping; they are wet and uncomfortable. The more humid the 

much stronger, heavier and designed to with- environment, the quicker and more severe the 

stand high wind and snow loads at the cost condensation. The catch 22 of keeping tents 

of reduced ventilation. This discussion will fo- waterproof from the outside yet allowing wa- 

cus on three-season tents only as they fit the ter vapor to escape from the inside has been a 
needs of most adventure riders. primary focus of tent design. 




The most popular method of battling conden- 
sation is the double walled tent. These tents 
have an inner structure comprised of mostly 
breathable nylon or mesh. This inner structure 
has a fully waterproof fly erected above it, with 
a space in between that allows moisture-dissi- 
pating airflow. Within the range of three- season 
tents, the design compromise lies between 
having a very breathable tent that produces 
less condensation versus having a tent that is 
less breathable but protects better against the 
cold. The more breathable the inner fabric and 
the more space between it and the waterproof 
fly, the less condensation will form, but the less 
insulating value the shelter has. 

The other common method of limiting con- 
densation is the use of a waterproof, breath- 
able fabric in a single walled design. The 
advantages are less weight, complexity and 
quicker, easier pitching. The disadvantag- 
es are less breathability and higher costs 
compared to a double walled tent. The wa- 
terproof, breathable function is provided by 
microporous laminates or coatings where 
the pores are smaller than water droplets 
but bigger than vapor droplets. The vapor 
transfer ability of these fabrics can be over- 
whelmed in humid and warm environments, 
so these tents are better suited to alpine 
environments. Historically single walled 
tents have been much lighter than double 
walled tents, but advancements in both ma- 
terials and design of double walled tents has 
lessened this gap significantly and at times 
erased it completely. 

Another main decision to be made is how 
much interior space is required. Tents range 


from tiny solo shelters to huge behemoths 
able to house 15 people! Most adventure rid- 
ers will opt for a solo or two-person shelter, 
but be aware that many solo tents will not 
allow any gear to be stowed inside, and many 
two-person tents barely qualify as being 
hospitable for two adults. Peak height, the 
steepness of the interior walls and the actu- 
al footprint all affect how usable the interior 
space really is. 

The last major choice to be made is whether 
the tent is freestanding or not. Freestanding 
designs allow the tent to support itself with- 
out needing to be staked out with guy lines. 
This is done through the clever use of geom- 
etry and tent poles being crossed and flexed 
under tension. This eases pitching, allows 
moving the tent while erected, and provides 
structural strength without guy lines (which 
can still be used to add strength), as is the 
case with non-freestanding designs. Staking 
out guy lines can be difficult in rocky areas 
and in windy conditions. Non-freestanding 
tents tend to be lighter and pack down small- 
er as they are not so dependent on pole ge- 
ometry to remain upright, so poles are less in 
number and more compact. 

With so many variables in tent design, making 
the choice of the optimal wilderness shelter 
is difficult. Do the research, think about the 
plausible conditions, the amount of usable 
interior space that is tolerable, the complex- 
ity in pitching that is acceptable and packed 
weight and volume requirements. Yes, it is 
a lot to think about, but being tent bound in 
a raging storm will prove your decisions ex- 
tremely important! 




OPTIMAL AIR FLOW 

Mesh and Airprene construction, 
and perforated palm keeps hands 
cool throughout 




DEFEND GLOVE 







Photos: Simon Cudby 


Yoshimura R&D of America based in Chino, California has been making exhaust and performance parts for 
over 20 years and Yoshimura Japan since 1954. While Yoshimura Japan’s focus has been on the Asian and 
Euro markets, Yoshimura R&D of America has been busy supplying championship winning Supercross, Mo- 
tocross and Sportbike exhaust for the US market. Most recently they have come out with some new offerings 




for the Adventure bike. With the 2016 Honda Africa 
Twin’s popularity and Yoshimura’s long partnership 
with HRC it was time to get to work. 

The New Yoshimura RS-4 Slip-On exhaust is made 
of durable stainless steel with Works Finish. It is 
not a coating, but rather a media blast finish that 
takes on unique coloring that looks much like the 
titanium works components factory racers use. For 
our Africa Twin this is a much better look than the 
polished chrome-like exhaust they previously were 
using. To save weight they finish it off with Yoshimu- 
ra’s trademark carbon-fiber end cap, which comes 
from their in-house composites department. All 
this makes for a slip-on that is approx. 4 pounds 
lighter than the stock slip-on, much slimmer and 
definitely better looking. 

Installing the Slip-on was a piece of cake and took 
about 20 minutes using Yoshimura’s detailed in- 
structions. We’re pretty confident that any amateur 
garage mechanic can install this with ease. Once 
you take off the heat shields under the passenger 
foot pegs, the stock system is removed by one bolt 
that holds the muffler to the rear subframe and 
one clamp around the inlet tube. Save all this stock 
hardware, as you never know when you’ll need it 
again. Once the stock system was removed the 
Yoshimura slip-on fit right up to the stock mounting 
points and heat shields were put back on. Yoshimu- 
ra recommends wiping the stainless bits down with 
alcohol so that when the system heats up your 
handprints are not permanent. 

Now it was time to give it a listen. On first start up, 
there was a definite growl that our twin had not put 
out before; it was nice! to give it a listen. 

We took our DOT equipped Africa Twin out on the 
road and what we noticed was a deep growl that 
was not too loud but lets people know you’re com- 
ing. What was clear is that on the Stock equipped 
DOT bike you really never know where you are in the 
RPM range because the bike is so smooth and quiet 


plus the bike shifts automatically. Unless you are 
someone who loves to stare at an RPM gauge, it’s 
kind of a mystery. With the Yoshimura exhaust you 
have a much better sense of RPM’s just by sound. 
Like with most slip-ons, once you put a pipe on, it 
feels like you have more power than stock. In fact, 
the increase is 6% across the mid-range RPM. 



Out on the road and on high-speed fire roads the 
sound is awesome. At highway speeds the exhaust 
drone is at a minimum. This system comes with a 
low volume insert, which in our opinion is not nec- 
essary. But if you are using your twin around the 
neighborhood, your neighbors may thank you after 
installation. We installed the insert and you are still 
able to keep the Yoshimura growl just at lower level 
dB. One thing the insert did help with was when let- 
ting off the throttle the Slip-on did have noticeable 
pops on de-acceleration without the insert. 

If you want your Africa Twin to sound bad ass and 
have a little more go, we feel the Yoshimura RS-4 
Slip-On is a value ad for your riding experience; 
plus this system is part of their Street Series line. 
All systems are CARB/EPA tail-pipe emissions 
compliant, marked with appropriate EPA noise 
labels. MSRP: $549.00 Click for more infor- 
mation. 



Giant Loop Kiger Tank Bag m Hil 1 liU 


Giant Loop’s tag line, “Go Light, Go Fast, Go Far” 
states desirable goals for the hardcore, off-road 
oriented adventure rider. Their philosophy em- 
braces the “less is more” theorem, targeting re- 
duced mass to ease workloads on both rider and 
bike. Their soft luggage systems are devoid of 
heavy parts and complexity but are still designed 
to withstand abuses of road and trail. 

The KigerTank Bag is constructed of polyurethane 
coated polyester, akin to whitewater raft material. 
It is reinforced with foam to help the 9L capacity 
bag keep its shape. At only 8” wide, it has a nar- 
rower stance than most tank bags and employs 
a clamshell design; think of a gift box. The upper 
lid encloses the top of the lower 
“box” and is hinged in the front via 
Velcro and secured at the back by 
buckles and straps that vertically 
compress the bag along its length. 

This design eliminates zippered 
closures, which can leak and are 
difficult to operate with heavy 
gloves. The design inherently 
resists water entry, and further 
weather proofing is provided by a 
“Dry Pod.” This fully seam sealed 
dry bag closes with a water resistant zipper and 
buckle and is anchored within the tank bag by Vel- 
cro. The map pocket on top utilizes touch screen 
compatible clear vinyl and there are mesh pockets 
at the rear and on the underside of the lid for small 
items. The clamshell design allows power cords to 
be snaked into the bag from any direction. 

The Kiger Tank Bag is secured to the bike via a tri- 
ple strap harness constructed of the same mate- 
rials as the bag. The forward strap wraps around 
the head tube and two rear lateral straps secure to 


the frame on each side of the bike. There is plenty 
of adjustment available and excess strap ends are 
tidily bound by elastic loops. There is a cut out for 
the gas cap and the bag is attached to the harness 
by large zippers. 

During a week of riding in the mountains of Colo- 
rado, the Kiger Tank bag was never left behind. 
Loaded to the gills with radio equipment, personal 
electronics, waterproof jacket liner, extra gloves 
and food, the bag and harness never faltered on 
the rockiest of trails. Cold morning rain and mist 
never invaded the interior of the main bag and 
while open at rest stops, electronics in the Dry Pod 
were totally safe. The narrow dimensions would 
be advantageous on smaller dual 
sport bikes but on larger adven- 
ture bikes, I think going wider and 
reducing height would make the 
bag more unobtrusive during ag- 
gressive riding. 

I used the Kiger Tank bag in con- 
junction with Giant Loop’s Siskiy- 
ou Panniers (70L) and Tillamook 
Dry Bag (38L) for a complete 
soft luggage system on my KTM 
Adventure 990. All of the compo- 
nents shared the same design philosophies and 
kept all of my items dry and secure in every con- 
dition encountered during my shoulder season 
trip in the mountains. Everything shows cosmetic 
wear but structurally they are 100% ready for the 
next adventure. Just seeing them empty makes 
me yearn for the next outing and my experience 
with the Kiger Tank Bag only reinforces my trust 
in the “Go Light, Go Fast, Go Far” mantra. Kiger 
Tank Bag with Dry Pod Liner MSRP: $290.00 
www.giantloopmoto.com 



Words and photos: Seiji Ishii 





AVAILABLE IN BLACK & GREY 
S-4XL // $395 
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WATERPROOF JACKET 


4TH ANNUAL 





North America ’s First Dakar Style Off-road Race 


Words: Eric Hall Photos: Justin W. Coffey 
The BAJA RALLY is Mexico’s eco-adventure 
challenge attracting athletes and fans from 
all over the world. Combining competition 
with navigation, and a lighter footprint, 
BAJA RALLY is a motorized cultural and 
historical lesson for participants, fans and 
locals alike who visit this region directly ad- 
jacent to Southern California, which could 
be considered the largest off-road racing 
market in the world. The race aims to show- 
case the visual beauty of Baja’s landscapes 
and its dynamic terrain by way of Rally Bike! 

Validating Rally Raid appeal, the 2016 
BAJA RALLY doubled from previous years 
boasting at least thirteen countries being 
represented at the start in Ensenada. The 
competitors were broken into four classes: 
Rally Pro, Rally 1, ADV Expert & UTV. New- 
comer and Southern California native Gar- 
rett Poucher (#25) shocked the field with 
his prologue victory only to be sidelined 
the next day by a crash, injuring his wrist. 
Additionally, a new “ADV Expert’’ class was 
added this year as the result of Lawrence 
Hacking’s (Ontario, Canada) leadership. 









Hacking also went on to win the class on his brand-new 
and nearly stock Honda CRF1000L Africa Twin. ADV 
riders were initially told they’d be racing an abbreviat- 
ed course but that was quickly scrapped as organizers 
saw that these big “Adventure” machines could hang 
with the commonly more swift and agile rally bikes. 
UTVs had an increased showing with four teams par- 
ticipating this year. They even received some camera 
time, which the BAJA RALLY hopes to leverage into 
more sponsorships next year. Although previous BAJA 
RALLY headline riders Quinn Cody & Cameron Steele 
were unable to attend, the race was quite competitive 
with top riders such as Steve Hengeveld, Trent Burgiss 
and Gerardo “Nino” Rojas trading leads! 




As is the case with any rally raid, logistics sometimes played 
a role in keeping organizers and racers on their toes. Cargo 
containers showed up with bikes at the last moment, delayed 
by a missed crucial stamp on the European side of the trip, but 
ultimately were cleared just in time for racers to re-fill with oil/ 
coolant/gas and pass scrutineering. Communications with 
airborne relay teams proved challenging against inclement 
weather and a marine layer resulting in Special Stage Three’s 
unscheduled delay and subsequent shortening of the day’s 
route by about 100km. Not bad for an event that doubled in size 
from the previous year... BAJA RALLY Director, Scotty Bloom, 
credits this fortune to the expansion of his team, professional- 
ly, and the choice to delegate more bodies and minds to each 
functional area of the event. Bloom says, “I’ve never been more 
sure in our team, our event and our future than I am today. I’m 
overwhelmed with gratitude for and pride in our focus on safe- 
ty. There is no question in my mind that Baja Rally 17 will sell 
out all 100 entries!” 


North America’s First Dakar Style Off-road Race 




4TH ANNUAL 



North America ’s First Dakar Style Off-road Race 






UNOFFICIAL RESULTS 


Rally Pro 

1. Steve Hengeveld, #1 

2. Trent Burgiss, #13 

3. Gerardo Nino, #24 

Rally 1 

1. Ton Gurule, #15 

2. Francisco Checchini, #67 

3. James Mitchell, #9 


ADV Expert 

1. Lawrence Hacking, #26 

2. Keith Billings, #81 

3. Casey Hilliard, #53 

UTV 

1. Bob Jones, #4U 

2. Polo Buchanan, #23U 

3. Patrick Witt, #14U 
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